
Welcome to the Summer Edition 
of StatLinks. I would like to 

dedicate this issue to Dr. Rudolf “Rudi” 
Freund, who passed away at the begin-
ning of the year. His contributions to the 
Department have been enormous and he 
will truly be missed.

It has been my privilege to be named De-
partment Head and I am looking forward 
to being a continued part of the progress 
of this great department. I would like to 
extend my personal thanks and apprecia-
tion to Dr. Simon Sheather for his out-
standing leadership over the past nine 
years. He made tremendous contribu-
tions to the advancement and reputation 
of the Statistics Department and initiated 
traditions that will be continued for years 
to come.

There have been many exciting devel-
opments over the past year and I am 
pleased to highlight some of them in this 
issue. First, I would like to congratulate 
all of our faculty, students and alumni on 
their remarkable achievements that con-
tinue to make our department shine.

It is my pleasure to announce that Dr. 
Huiyan Sang and Dr. Lan Zhou have 
both been promoted to the rank of As-
sociate Professor with tenure, effective 
September 1, 2014. Many other faculty 

also received awards and honors this 
year including Dr. Raymond Carroll, Dr. 
Bani Mallick and Dr. H. Joseph Newton, 
who were all elected to the rank of Fel-
low to the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.

I would like to thank both Dr. James A. 
Calvin and Dr. Ellen H. Toby for decades 
of exemplary service to the department. 
Both announced their retirements in 
2013 and you will find highlights from 
their distinguished careers herein. A new 
faculty member, Dr. Hwa Chi Liang, will 
be joining our department as a Senior 
Lecturer. We also have two new staff 
members; Javier Aldape and Kristen Vo-
dak. I would like to personally extend a 
warm welcome to each of you. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the SGSA 
for hosting the first annual Faculty Ap-
preciation BBQ, which was a great suc-
cess as I hope you can see from the pic-
tures below. 

Thanks to everyone for making this an-
other great year for the Statistics Depart-
ment! Please remember to keep us up-
dated with any news. We look forward to 
hearing from alumni and friends of the 
department. I am looking forward to see-
ing many of you at the 2014 Aggie Re-
union in Boston, Massachusetts!
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IN MEMORIAM 

Dr. Rudolf “Rudi” Freund passed away 
peacefully after a 6-week long battle 
with a MRSA cardiac infection on Jan-
uary 5, 2014. A memorial service and 
celebration of his life was held on Janu-
ary 11, at Longhorn Village, outside of 
Austin, Texas.

His loved ones will always remember him as a vibrant and 
adventurous spirit, with a zeal for travel, model trains, deep-
sea fishing, and spending time with his family.

Dr. Rudi Freund was the first Associate Director of the Grad-
uate Institute of Statistics upon moving to College Station. 
He was also the only staff member at the time of its incep-
tion. He was instrumental in founding the Graduate Institute 
of Statistics, led by Inaugural Director, Dr. H. O. Hartley 
(1963-76), and together they worked diligently to establish 
the Institute (now nationally recognized as the Department 
of Statistics at Texas A&M University) and to ensure its suc-
cess. 

Dr. Freund was the advisor to our very first MS degree 
awarded to Lawrence McGowan in 1964. The Statistics De-
partment recognized Dr. Freund’s efforts in 1990 by naming 
the Graduate Student Statistical Computing Laboratory in 
his honor. He retired in 1992 after a 30-year career with Tex-
as A&M Statistics as a beloved friend and mentor to many. 

We were very fortunate to 
have spent time with Dr. 
Freund at the Department’s 
50th Anniversary Celebra-
tion last May where he was 
able to hear for himself all 
the stories and fond memo-
ries that his former students 
shared during the event. His 
loving family and friends 
will miss him dearly. To read 
the official obituary, please 
click here.

FACULTY PROMOTIONS

We are pleased to inform you that Dr. Huiyan Sang and Dr. 
Lan Zhou have both been promoted to Associate Professor 
with tenure, effective September 1, 2014. 

Dr. Huiyan Sang joined our department 
as an Assistant Professor in August 
of 2008 after receiving her Ph.D from 
Duke University in May. She has devel-
oped a reputation as an excellent teacher 
and has taught graduate courses in dis-
tribution theory and inference, while 

achieving consistently high student evaluations. In addi-
tion to classroom teaching, She also actively participates in 
graduate student research, having successfully co-chaired 
and graduated two Ph.D students. Her research focuses on 
spatial statistics, extreme values and computational methods 
for large datasets. Interdisciplinary application areas have 
included research in climatology, ecology, environmental 
science and electrical engineering. Dr. Sang has authored 
twelve publications and four manuscripts on theoretical, 
methodological and applied research in spatial and spatio-
temporal data analysis. Her research is funded by two grants 
as PI and Co-PI from the National Science Foundation. Her 
work is being published in top tier statistics journals and she 
is also extremely active in providing service to the statistics 
community. This includes organizing invited sessions at a 
number of statistics meetings, refereeing for top statistics 
journals, as well as being appointed as Associate Editor for 
the International Statistics Institute Journal, STAT.

Dr. Lan Zhou received her Ph.D from 
the University of California, Berkeley in 
1997. She then worked as a Biostatisti-
cian at the University of Pennsylvania 
until she joined our department as a visit-
ing Assistant Professor in January 2005. 
From July 2005 - June 2008, she held the 
appointment of Research Assistant Professor and was hired 
as a tenure track Assistant Professor in August of 2008. Dr. 
Zhou has made strong progress towards establishing herself 
as a top researcher in the area of functional and longitudinal 
data modeling. She is particularly interested in developing 
statistical methods for solving real-world problems arising 
from various disciplines and has worked with researchers in 
different areas including epidemiology, nutrition, biological 
and medical sciences. Dr. Zhou has published several pa-
pers in top tier statistics journals. She actively participates 
in graduate student research and has served on a number of 
MS and Ph.D student committees. Her research is supported 
by a National Science Foundation grant on which she is the 
Principal Investigator.

Congratulations to both Huiyan and Lan on these well-de-
served honors!

Freund with Michael Kutner
at the 50th Anniversary, 

May 17, 2013.

continued on next page

http://www.theeagle.com/obituaries/article_6a2e4fe6-770c-11e3-9714-0019bb2963f4.html
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NEW FACULTY
We are pleased to announce the arrival of 
Dr. Hwa Chi Liang, who will begin as 
a Senior Lecturer of Statistics effective 
September 1, 2014. She will be teach-
ing STAT 302 during the fall and spring 
semesters to undergraduate students. Dr. 
Liang received a M.A. in Mathematics 

(with concentration in Statistics) from the University of Tex-
as at Austin in 1987 and a Ph.D in Statistics from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico in 2003. Prior to joining our department, 
she worked as an Associate Professor at Washburn Univer-
sity in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics. She has 
experience with consulting, programming and research. Her 
research interests include linear models, generalized linear 
models, Bayesian inferences and model diagnostics. Dr. Li-
ang is also the Statistics Editor of the Missouri Journal of 
Mathematical Sciences. Welcome to the Statistics family!

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Sheather Steps Down
Prof. Simon Sheather served as Head of 
the Department of Statistics beginning 
March 1, 2005 until February 28, 2014. 
Since coming to Texas A&M in 2005, 
his accomplishments have been truly 
astonishing. He received a Statistics in 
Chemistry award from the ASA and went 

on to be named Fish Camp Namesake at Texas A&M. In ad-
dition he won the Association of Former Students College 
Level teaching award in 2013 and was the Faculty Advisor to 
the winning team of the 2012 Capital One Statistical Model-
ing Competition.

In his role as Head of Statistics, Simon was actively involved 
in raising the level of teaching excellence for the entire de-
partment. His innovative leadership has led to numerous con-
tributions in the way of departmental, faculty and staff devel-
opment as well as the establishment of numerous committees 
and organizations. Also under his leadership the department 
was ranked among the top 12 Statistics and Biostatistics pro-
grams in terms of quality. Simon is truly an inspiring leader 
and his innovative successes have greatly impacted not only 
the Department of Statistics but can be felt university wide.

A farewell reception was held at his home on April 18th to 
celebrate his outstanding service and to welcome our new 
Department Head, Valen Johnson. Faculty, staff, colleagues 
and friends showed their support of Simon and his favorite 

Australian Rules football team by 
wearing red and black to the party. 
Tributes to Simon were made by 
Provost and Executive Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs, Karan 
Watson; Assistant Dean for Orga-
nization Development & Diversity, 
Nancy Watson; Dean of the College 

of Science, H. Joseph Newton;  Professor of Landscape Ar-
chitecture, Walt Peacock; Professor & Associate Dept. Head, 
Mike Longnecker; and longtime friend and colleague Pro-
fessor Emeritus, Mike Speed. Lastly, a special poem written 
for Dr. Sheather was read by Jennifer South. (See page 9 for 
highlights from the event.)

Val Johnson presented Simon Sheather with a Texas-shaped 
plaque, personally autographed by the Statistics faculty and 
staff that stated “In grateful appreciation for your leadership, 
dedication, tireless service and commitment to the Depart-
ment of Statistics.” Simon now focuses his full attention to 
his role as Academic Director of the Master’s in Analytics 
and Master’s in Statistics Online Programs in the Statistics 
Department. We appreciate your dedicated years of service 
and wish you well with all of your future endeavors!

Sheather AFS Teaching Award
Prof. Simon Sheather, Academic Director of MS Analytics 
and MS Statistics Online Programs, has been on the faculty 
and served as Department Head of Statistics for the past nine 
years. During this time he developed a widespread reputation 
as a caring, enthusiastic professor with an absolute commit-
ment to the highest standards of student learning. Professor 
Sheather’s accomplishments have been undoubtedly spectac-
ular and continue to play a vital role in educating both gradu-
ate and undergraduate students at Texas A&M University.

Since joining Texas A&M in March 2005, he has taught 
many courses with his average scores from student evalua-
tions ranking as one of the highest amongst our faculty. As-
sociate Department Head, Michael Longnecker stated, “As 
the teaching supervisor for the Department of Statistics since 
2000, I have had the opportunity to observe nearly all our fac-
ulty in their classroom teaching. Simon is amongst the very 
best instructors that I have encountered in my more than 40 
years of teaching at four major universities in the U.S.”

On September 22, 2006, The Texas A&M University System 
Board of Regents approved a new on-line Master’s program 
to be offered by our department. This program offers a Mas-
ter’s degree in Statistics as well as different certificates. The 
department’s first cohort of students in the Distance Learning 

See FACULTY on page 4
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MS in Applied Statistics started fall 2008. At present, there  
are over 400 students enrolled in the distance program and 
almost 100 professionals have completed their MS degree 
in Statistics. Since 2012, in addition to serving as Depart-
ment Head, Dr. Sheather also assumed the role of Director 
of Online Programs. The success of this program has been 
magnificent due in large part to Professor Sheather’s leader-
ship. Furthermore, in the fall 2013 semester, a new MS in 
Business Analytics degree was offered, with 13 professionals 
signed up in the inaugural class. This is a joint degree with 
the Mays Business School with nearly all the development 
and implementation done personally by Professor Sheather.

In addition to Dr. Sheather’s proven commitment to teach-
ing, his mentoring to not only his in class students, but those 
across campus, has been exemplary. In 2012, Dr. Sheather 
was awarded a Fish Camp Namesake. Each camp is named 
after an individual that has contributed to Texas A&M in a 
positive way. Fish Camp receives several hundred nomina-
tions for potential Namesakes every year. Being selected as a 
Fish Camp Namesake is considered an honor because Name-
sakes have the opportunity to interact with and impact not 
only 24 counselors, but up to 150 in freshmen in their camp.

In summary, Simon Sheather has distinguished himself as an 
outstanding teacher, innovator and mentor. The changes he 
has made in the Department of Statistics, as well as his ser-
vice to Texas A&M University go far beyond what one would 
expect from his position. He is an inspiring leader who is 
dedicated to inspiring others. His success, commitment and 
motivation not only to the students that he teaches and the 
department that he leads, but the university as a whole will 
have a lasting effect for years to come.

Savage Award Winners
The strength of our department continues to shine as two of 
our colleagues were awarded the prestigious Savage Award 
from the International Society for Bayesian Analysis! As-
sistant Professor Anirban Bhattacharya and visiting faculty 
Avishek Chakraborty, both received this award in 2012. 

Anirban Bhattacharya received the The-
ory and Methods award for his dissertation 
titled “Bayesian Shrinkage in High Dimen-
sions” while receiving his Ph.D at Duke 
University under the supervision of David 
Dunson. He later joined our faculty upon 
completion of his Ph.D in August 2013 as a tenure-track As-
sistant Professor where he continues his research in theoreti-
cal properties and Bayesian procedures.

Avishek Chakraborty received the Ap-
plied Methodology award for his disserta-
tion, “Modeling Point Patterns, Measure-
ment Error and Abundance for Exploring 
Species Distributions” while receiving his 
Ph.D, also at Duke University under Alan 

Gelfand’s supervision. Avishek was a Postdoctoral Research 
Associate for Bani Mallick and later received an appoint-
ment as Visiting Assistant Professor within the department.

The award was instituted by the NBER-NSF Seminar in 
Bayesian Inference in Econometrics and Statistics in 1977 
in honor of Leonard J. “Jimmie” Savage and accompanies a 
monetary prize. It is a very rare occasion that two colleagues  
from our Department win such a prestigious award at the 
same time. Congratulations to both Anirban and Avishek on 
this great honor! 

AAAS Fellows
Three of our esteemed faculty have been elected to the rank 
of Fellow to the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science (AAAS). Fellows are recognized for meritorious 
efforts to advance science or its applications. Congratulations 
to Raymond J. Carroll, Bani Mallick and H. Joseph Newton 
on this outstanding trifecta of honors!

Raymond J. Carroll is the Holder of the Jill 
and Stuart A. Harlin ‘83 Chair in Statistics 
and Distinguished Professor of Statistics, 
Nutrition and Toxicology. He was elected for 
his preeminent research on statistical theory 
and methods and their applications to medi-

cal science, and for excellence in teaching and service to pro-
fessional societies.

Bani K. Mallick is a University Distin-
guished Professor of Statistics. He was 
elected for his distinguished contributions to 
the field of Bayesian modeling and compu-
tation with application to different scientific 
fields, for leadership in promoting statistical 
science, and for service to the profession.

H. Joseph Newton is the Dean for the Col-
lege of Science, Holder of the Richard H. 
Harrison, III/External Advisory and Devel-
opment Council Endowed Dean’s Chair in 
Science, the George P. Mitchell ‘40 Chair in 
Statistics and Professor of Statistics. He was 

elected for his contributions in statistical space-time method-
ology, in computational statistics, in introducing computer 
technology in teaching, and for many years of extraordinarily 
successful science higher education administration.

continued on next page



Congratulations again on these incredible honors!

Spiegelman Forensic Science
Distinguished Professor, Clifford Spiegel-
man has become a member of the Houston 
Forensic Science Local Government Cor-
poration, an organization that is replacing 
the Houston Police Crime Lab. This honor 
was mentioned in one of former TAMU 
President Loftin’s weekly email bulletins 
in August.

“Cliff Spiegelman is the only statistician in the nine-mem-
ber Technical Advisory Group, a panel that will advise the 
independent city-chartered organization that took over the 
Houston Police Department forensic division. ...Spiegelman’s 
panel will advise the Houston Forensic Science Local Gov-
ernment Corporation, Inc., which was established by Mayor 
Annise Parker and the Houston City Council. The Technical 
Advisory Group will help the HFSLGC meet and maintain 
high standards of technical performance and accreditation and 
advise the board of new developments in the rapidly changing 
fields of forensic science...”

Spiegelman added, “the end goal is to have a crime lab that’s 
not associated with the police department, so it’s not trying 
to please its employer, but rather focused on doing good sci-
ence.” It’s a task well-suited for Spiegelman since he has been 
an ardent advocate of the need for the criminal justice system 
to better embrace science in the courtroom. Click here for the 
full story. Congratulations, Cliff!

Carroll Receives Endowed Chair
Dr. Raymond J. Carroll, Distinguished Professor of Statis-
tics, has been appointed as the inaugural holder of the Jill and 
Stuart A. Harlin ‘83 Chair in Statistics at Texas A&M.

The Harlin Chair, which marks only the 
second created within the department, 
was established last fall through a unique 
combination of current and planned gifts 
to the Texas A&M Foundation by the 
Florida physician and his wife. Harlin, 
a 1983 Texas A&M zoology graduate, is 

a board-certified vascular surgeon in the Pensacola area and 
United States Air Force veteran who also earned his medical 
degree (University of Texas-Southwestern Medical Center, 
1987) in the Lone Star State prior to obtaining his Florida 
medical license in 1999. In addition to being one of eight spe-
cialists within Coastal Vascular and Interventional, PLLC, he 
is founder of Harlin Consulting, a medical advising practice 
primarily specializing in staff training, clinical studies work 

and research assistance.

Former Head of Statistics Simon Sheather added, “the fact 
that our department now has two endowed professorships is 
testament to our high standing among other statistics depart-
ments across the country.” Dr. Carroll is honored to be named 
to the Harlin Chair and added, “I had dinner with Jill and 
Stuart Harlin before the Texas A&M-Alabama football game 
and was impressed with Stuart’s interest in regression model-
ing, clinical trials and his data-based philosophy of improving 
vascular care. His interest in the use of statistics led him to 
endow the chair, and I hope to be a worthy first holder of the 
chair, which will benefit the department in the long term.” 

As the inaugural holder of the Harlin Chair, Carroll was hon-
ored with a by-invitation-only reception on March 3, at the 
Texas A&M University Club. An official press release on the 
honor is available here.

Dr. Raymond Carroll was also selected to be recipient of the 
2014 Gottfried E. Noether Senior Scholar Award presented 
by the American Statistical Association. The Noether Awards 
were established in 1999 as a tribute to Gottfried Emanuel 
Noether to recognize distinguished researchers and teachers 
and to support research in the field of nonparametric statis-
tics. The award is given each year to a distinguished senior 
researcher/teacher in nonparametric statistics. Dr. Carroll will 
receive the award at the Joint Statistical Meetings in Boston 
this summer and will also present his invited lecture.

Congratulations on these outstanding accomplishments and 
best wishes for many more to come!

Johnson Tackles GPA Inflation
The College of Science featured an ar-
ticle on our newly appointed Department 
Head, Valen E. Johnson, in the January 
issue of the discover-e magazine titled 
“Adjusting GPAs: A Texas A&M Statis-
tician’s Effort to Tackle Grade Inflation.” 
The article details his impact on grade 
inflation resulting in the second printing 

one of his books. 

Nearly two decades ago, Texas A&M University statisti-
cian found himself in the trenches of one of the most con-
tenious fights in higher education: curbing grade inflation - a 
problem that still persists nationwide, as does his interest in 
finding a solution.

As a professor at Duke University in 1997, Johnson became 
the face and statistical muscle behind a first-of-its-kind ef-
fort to address grade inflation. The plan would have created  

5
See FACULTY on page 6

http://www.science.tamu.edu/news/story.php?story_ID=1082#.U6B_7_ldXpo
http://www.science.tamu.edu/articles/1173
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an adjusted grade-point average (GPA), but it was defeated 
because of opposition, mostly from faculty members in the 
humanities and students worried about having lower GPAs.

A recent analysis of 200 colleges and universities published 
in the Teachers College Record found that 43 percent of all 
letter grades awarded in 2008 were A’s, compared to 16 per-
cent in 1960. And Harvard’s student paper recently reported 
that the median grade awarded to undergraduates at the elite 
school is now an A-.

“I think it’s resulting in something of a reduction in academ-
ic standards,” said Johnson, the author of Grade Inflation: 
A Crisis in College Education, published in 2003 and now 
in its second printing. “There’s no real incentive for change. 
The students want higher grades. The faculty -- because their 
promotion, tenure and merit increases are based, to some ex-
tent, on student evaluations -- know they’re more likely to 
get better evaluations if they give better grades. And admin-
istrators don’t want to jump in to impose reform.”

Today, if he had it to do over again, he would have rec-
ommended a different approach rather than elimi-
nating the current GPA system, which caused some  
apprehension among faculty and students alike. He now rec-
ommends keeping the same GPA measure, but perhaps using 
the adjusted GPA to distinguish students with a special mark 
or honor so that graduate schools and employers know the 
student stood out.” To learn more about Dr. Johnson’s re-
search into grade inflation, please click here.

Also receiving national press coverage is Dr. Johnson’s pa-
per entitled “Revised Standards for Statistical Evidence.” It 
was published in the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences and was also picked up by Nature.com and two 
other media outlets in Australia, and ABC Science and The 
Australian.

Dr. Valen Johnson was officially appointed as Head of the 
Department of Statistics on March 1, 2014. He joined our 
faculty in September 2012 after eight years as a professor of 
biostatistics at the University of Texas, MD Anderson Can-
cer Center. Dr. Johnson hopes to continue the department’s 
upward trajectory as one of the nation’s premier statistics 
programs. He is confident that, with quality faculty hires, ef-
fective junior faculty mentoring, and the continued success 
and support of the online learning and analytics programs, 
the department can become one of the top 10 public pro-
grams nationwide by 2020.

His ultimate goal is to “establish the department as an in-

ternationally recognized center for statistical education and 
research.” Please click here to view the press release for his 
Department Head appointment. Congratulations on your 
outstanding accomplishments and we look forward to your 
leadership for many years to come!

Faculty Retirements
Dr. James A. Calvin 
officially retired on 
May 31, 2013 after 
more than 19 years 
of exemplary service 
to Texas A&M Uni-
versity. His legacy 

includes his role as Head of the Department of Statistics 
(1998-2004) where he served to broaden and enhance the sta-
tus of the department through multiple initiatives, including 
the expansion of the tenured teaching faculty and the num-
ber of graduate students. From 2004-2008 Dr. Calvin acted 
as the Executive Associate Vice President for Research and 
also held the position of Director of the Institute for Applied 
Mathematics and Computational Science from 2008-2010.

A retirement dinner was held on August 12th to honor his 
many contributions to the department, college and universi-
ty. Jim, Laura and two of their sons attended the celebration. 
Jim added, “Even though the challenges and opportunities 
in starting up a new university are too powerful to ignore, I 
will, of course, remain an unbridled advocate for TAMU and 
IAMCS.”

Dr. Ellen H. Toby retired after 25 years 
of service as a Senior Lecturer of Sta-
tistics. She earned a Ph.D in Mathemat-
ics from the University of California at 
San Diego and began teaching at Texas 
A&M in 1989, as an Assistant Profes-
sor in the Department of Mathemat-
ics before joining the Department of Statistics. Frequently 
recognized for her dedication to her students, Dr. Toby is a 
two-time recipient of the College of Science Distinguished 
Teaching Award. She was also chosen as a Scholar for the 
Center for Teaching Excellence and also received the Out-
standing Teaching Award from the Department of Math-
ematics. Dr. Toby officially retired on December 31, 2013 
but has decided to return for one more semester of teaching 
in the fall. Dr. Toby was recognized at the Holiday Party last 
year for her outstanding years of dedicated service. 

Congratulations, Jim and Ellen, on your well-deserved re-
tirements! We will miss you both! 

http://www.science.tamu.edu/news/story.php?story_ID=1159#.U58PH_ldXpo
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2013/10/28/1313476110
http://Nature.com
http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2013/11/12/3888482.htm
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/higher-education/bar-for-breakthrough-findings-set-too-low/story-e6frgcjx-1226758470056#
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/higher-education/bar-for-breakthrough-findings-set-too-low/story-e6frgcjx-1226758470056#
http://www.science.tamu.edu/news/story.php?story_ID=1219#.U58VQfldXpp
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MASTERS  
Akdede, Merve (Longnecker)
Lee, Younguk (Jones)

ONLINE MASTERS 
Brady, Ryan Douglass (Spiegelman)
Cope, Tara Marie (Wehrly)
Cox, Cody Lee (Huang)
Daligou, Servais (Mallick)
Hong, Ji (Pourahmadi)
Martin, Zachary James (Jones)
Platt, Stephanie Ross (Sheather)

AUGUST 2013 GRADUATES
PH .D . 
Chen, Hsiang-Chun (Wehrly)
Cheng, Yichen (Liang)
Zhu, Xinxin (Sang/Genton)

DECEMBER 2013 GRADUATES

PH .D . 
Xu, Kun (Ma)

MASTERS 
 Jagannathan, Shilpa (Longnecker)
Kim, Jinsu (Huang)
Kim, Shiheun (Longnecker)

ONLINE MASTERS 
Sarah J. Beck (Dabney)
Justin Matthew Bein (Spiegelman)
Abigail Brice Green (Sinha)
Nathan Lee Harper (Dabney)
Laci Elizabeth Lizarraga (Dabney)
Yonatan Negash  (Jones)
Jennifer Lee Phan (Huang)
Mark Anthony Pitts (Speed)

MAY 2014 GRADUATES
PH .D . 
De, Debkumar (Liang/Mallick)
Sun, Ranye (Pourahmadi/Carroll)
Wei, Rubin (Carroll)

MASTERS 
 
Olivares, Rolando J . (Speed/Longnecker)
Zhou, Qian (Longnecker)

ONLINE MASTERS 
Alexander M . Bessinger (Sheather)
Taylor K . Davis (Sheather)
Jeffrey R. Fetzer  (Dabney)
Joel Samson Galang (Sheather)
Barney Govan (Huang)
Kathleen Hosek (Sheather)
James A . Joseph (Sheather)
Craig Jordan Kreisler (Sinha)
Melissa Michelle Lee (Spiegelman)
Jennifer Lee Morse (Sheather)
Christopher Jessie Rodriguez (Sheather)
Zachary M . H . Scott (Wehrly)
Elisa Szydziak (Sheather)
Samuel Robert Temple (Sheather)
Hung Manh Tran (Sheather)
Cong-Tam Dinh Vu (Longnecker)
Colm Walsh (Jones)
Huiwen Wilkerson (Dabney)
Scott Forrest Womack (Jun)
Weiyin Zhou (Dabney)

New students showing their Aggie pride at the 2013 Orientation on August 20, 2013 (l to r): 
Donghyuk Lee, Wenlong Gong, Shelby Cummings, Stephanie Berland, JP Peiskee, Zhuoer Sun, 

Kejun He and Shiyuan He.

Jason Eugene Poole (Dabney)
Phillip Lawrence Stolz (Dahm)
Yuen Sum Wong (Huang)

DECEMBER continuedEnd of the Year Celebration 
and Holiday Party at 

Simon Sheather’s Home!
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Modern Challenges in Spatial Statistics
BY MATTHIAS KATZFUSS, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF STATISTICS

continued on page 10

Spatial statistics provides a rich toolkit for the analysis of data 
indexed in space. The most basic task for spatial statistics is to 
infer a complete map of an underlying spatial field of interest 
based on noisy and incomplete measurements (see, e.g., Fig-
ure 1), which involves estimating unknown parameters, pre-
dicting the spatial field at unobserved locations, and properly 
quantifying uncertainty in the predictions and parameters.

Recently, the collection of massive amounts of spatial data 
has become possible using automated sensing instruments 
on satellites and aircraft. If these massive datasets are effi-

ciently exploited, they can provide new insights on a wide 
variety of issues, such as greenhouse gas concentrations for 
climate change, soil properties for precision agriculture, and 
atmospheric states for weather forecasting. For example, on 
the morning of July 2, 2014, NASA launched its first satel-
lite dedicated to studying global atmospheric CO2, which 
will be able to obtain millions of measurements per day. 
 
Unfortunately, traditional spatial-statistical techniques such 
as kriging are not computationally feasible for big data-
sets because dense n x n matrices need to be decomposed, 
where n is the number of measurements. In addition, spa-
tial datasets are not only getting bigger but also more com-
plex, as modern sensing instruments are able to observe 
spatial fields with high precision over large and inhomoge-
nous spatial domains, such as entire continents or the globe.  
 
My research addresses these modern challenges in spatial 
statistics. Together with collaborators at research institutes 
such as NASA and the National Center for Atmospheric Re-
search, we develop methods that are computationally feasible 

for massive datasets, that can capture inhomogenous spatial 
structure from very fine to very large scales, and that can be 
run in parallel with modern distributed computing environ-
ments. A common theme of our methods is the use of a hi-
erarchical setup that employs basis function representations 
at different levels of spatial resolution, allowing the methods 
to capture inhomogenous spatial behavior at all scales. Fur-
ther, basis-function representations enable the paralleliza-
tion of the inference algorithms, which is key to scalability 
in modern computing architectures. A major challenge is to 
specify the basis functions and the dependence structure of 

the associated weights to obtain a model that is as “rich” as 
possible without compromising computational feasibility. 
 
The resulting methodology can be used to tackle the basic 
challenge of parameter inference and spatial prediction, but 
it can also be extended to more complicated tasks by em-
bedding it in a hierarchical model. For example, we have 
worked on combining data from instruments with different 
measurement characteristics (data fusion), data that are re-
lated to the true spatial field through complicated measure-
ment processes (inverse problems), and the real-time analysis 
of massive, streaming spatio-temporal datasets (data assim-
ilation). In addition, a recent effort has focused on “taking 
the algorithm to the data” instead of the other way around. 
Analyzing the data where they reside has become an issue 
of increasing importance as the amount of data being col-
lected is growing faster than transfer and input/output speeds. 
 
While our methodology is broadly applicable, we have also 
worked on specific applications, such as inferring CO2 fluxes 
at low altitudes from several satellite instruments measuring 

Figure 1: Noisy measurements of global mid-tropospheric CO2  by a satellite instrument on May 1, 2003 (left), and posterior 
means (middle) and standard deviations (right) of the true CO2  field as inferred by a spatial basis-function model. 

Units are parts per million (ppm).
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MS Analytics Showcased with BI Software Insight
The MS Analytics Program was featured in an article by BI 
Software Insight that showcased the top Big Data and Ana-
lytics Masters Programs. In an effort to prepare students for 
a digital future, the company has built a one-stop resource 
showcasing the universities that have developed a data-ori-
ented MS program whose degrees are dedicated to helping 
students think analytically and to develop creative problem 
solving skills. All of the featured programs are designed to 
encourage strategic thinking and foster data-driven decision 
making. 

In partnership with each university, BI Software has pro-
filed more than 25 of the most prominent big data and ana-
lytics degree programs, including the Texas A&M Masters 
in Analytics Program.

“Students get the opportunity to work with real-world data-

sets and projects that prepare them to solve complex prob-
lems. Many of these programs have been developed in close 
partnership with industry leaders such as IBM, Oracle, and 
SAS. Upon graduation, these data-savvy thinkers are in 
high demand and ready to make an impact. These programs 
help meet the rising demand for data scientists and analysts 
who are capable of turning data into insights.”

BI Software is dedicated to helping organizations find the 
right BI solution with expert reviews, objective resource 
guides, and insights on the latest BI news and trends.

Special thanks to Simon Sheather and Myra Gonzalez for 
their dedication to promoting the new program! Click the 
picture below to see the full article. 

Simon Sheather with Joseph and 
Linda Newton

Department Head Reception Highlights

Felicita and Michael 
Longnecker

Valen Johnson William Smith Michael Speed

Walt Peacock Michelle and Jeff Hart Karan Watson Tom Wehrly and Nancy Watson

http://www.bisoftwareinsight.com/resource-center/big-data-analytics-programs/
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FORMER STUDENTS

 About the Author  
Matthias Katzfuss joined our faculty in August 
2013. He received both his MS and Ph.D from 
Ohio State University . His research interests 
include spatial and spatio-temporal statistics; 
computational statistics for massive datasets; 
Bayesian inference; probabilistic forecasting; 
applications to remote-sensing data .

RESEARCH continued...

2014 Hartley Award Winner
We are proud to announce that Dr. Jane L. Harvill has 
been selected as the recipient of the 2014 H.O. Hartley 
Award for her distinguished service to the discipline of 
statistics.

Dr. Harvill is currently an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Sta-
tistical Science at Baylor University. 
Dr. Harvill received a MS degree in 
Mathematics from Arkansas State 
University and her Ph.D in Statistics 
from Texas A&M in 1994 under the 
direction of Professor and Dean, H. 
Joseph Newton. After earning her 

Ph.D, Dr. Harvill became a faculty member at Bowling 
Green State University and later moved to the Department 
of Mathematics and Statistics at Mississippi State Univer-
sity. She spent one summer as a visiting scholar in the De-
partment of Statistics at Stanford University before joining 
Baylor in the fall of 2007.

Dr. Harvill is an elected fellow of the International Sta-
tistical Institute. Currently, she is an associate editor for 
the American Statistician and is on the Editorial Review 
Board for the Journal of the American Statistical Associa-
tion. Dr. Harvill has also served as an associate editor for 
Computational Statistics and for the Journal of Statistical 
Computation and Simulation. 

In statistical education, Dr. Harvill is an outstanding class-
room teacher and has advised a large number of MS and 
Ph.D students. She co-authored the book, “StataConcepts”, 
which is one of the first incorporations of simulation-based 
concepts into an elementary statistics course.

Dr. Harvill was selected for the H.O. Hartley Award based 
on her being a model statistical citizen, an outstand-
ing educator, a creator of new statistical methodology, a 
collaborator with researchers from a wide range of dis-
ciplines, and a provider of extraordinary service to her 
universities and a multitude of statistical societies. The 
award will be presented to Dr. Harvill at the 2014 Joint 
Statistical Meetings in Boston during the Aggie Reunion. 
 
Congratulations on this honor and we look forward to pre-
senting this award to you!

different averages of the atmospheric column, predicting 
clay content in the soil on a large Australian farm, and 
combining millions of data points from three sensor sys-
tems with model wind fields to predict hourly Total Pre-
cipitable Water fields, which are critical in severe weather 
forecasting. 

Carroll Young Investigator Award
The Department hosted the 2013 Ray-
mond J. Carroll Young Investigator 
Award Ceremony on February 20, 2014. 
The award was presented to Dr. Tyler 
J. VanderWeele, a professor in the De-
partment of Epidemiology as well as the 
Department of Biostatistics at Harvard 
University’s School of Public Health. He received two 
B.A. degrees in 2000; one in Mathematics and another in 
Philosophy and Theology from the University of Oxford; 
a MS degree in Finance in 2002 from the Wharton School, 
University of Pennsylvania and another in Mathematics 
from the University of Oxford in 2005. He was then ad-
mitted as a doctoral student at Harvard University where 
he earned an A.M. in Biostatistics in 2005 with his Ph.D in 
Biostatistics being awarded in 2006.

His research is primarily focused on methodology studies 
and empirical research. Prof. VanderWeele has received 
prestigious awards such as the 2009 Statistics in Epidemi-
ology Young Investigator Award from the American Sta-
tistical Association and the 2012 Rising Star Award from 
the Society of Pediatric and Perinatal Epidemiologic Re-
search. He was chosen to receive this award for his sub-
stantial contributions to causal inference and his important 
empirical work in epidemiology and the social sciences.

The Carroll Young Investigator Award was established to 
honor Dr. Raymond Carroll for his fundamental contribu-
tions in many areas of statistical methodology and prac-
tice, such as measurement error models, nonparametric 
and semiparametric regression, nutritional and genetic 
epidemiology. Congratulations, Dr. VanderWeele!
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Lee Smith Accolades
The first student to ever receive a 
Ph.D from the Department of Sta-
tistics at Texas A&M University, 
Dr. Lee H. Smith, has received 
a very prestigious honor! We are 
proud to share with you that on 
July 19th, 2014, Texas State Uni-
versity named an 82-acre campus 
addition in honor of Dr. Lee H. 
Smith and his wife Eva L. Smith. 

An elite list of members of the Department of Statistics were 
invited to attended the afternoon ceremony in San Marcos.

Dr. Smith added, “We are, of course, very pleased, although 
we are fully aware that this honor also belongs to each person 
who served the University with us during our Campus tenure 
as well as many, many friends, teachers, mentors, etc.”

Dr. Smith received a Bachelor’s degree from the Department 
of Mathematics at Texas A&M University and his Master’s 
in Engineering Administration from Southern Methodist 
University. In 1964, Smith became the first Ph.D student to 
graduate in the (then) Institute of Statistics under the advise-
ment of our Founder and Director, Dr. H.O. Hartley. 

Dr. Smith had a celebrated 
career since his gradua-
tion from Texas A&M. 
From 1974 to 1981 he 
served as the President 
of Texas State University, 
where he was known for 
his attention to detail and 
bold vision for the university’s future. Under Dr. Smith’s 
esteemed leadership, Texas State University made substan-
tial advancements in a variety of widespread areas; includ-
ing the quality and reputation of the university’s academic 
programs, increased legislative funding and notable sports 
championships. He initiated a project which successfully ac-
quired an adjoining 82 acres and 18 buildings, which com-
prised almost one-third of the campus at the time, increasing 
the university’s acreage by 46 percent. This property is now 
known as the Lee H. and Eva L. Smith West Campus. Mrs. 
Eva Smith was also instrumental to the acquisition, utilizing 
her broad business knowledge and experience to ensure the 
project’s success.

Since 1981, Dr. Smith has continued his distinguished ca-
reer in the private sector and has served as President of three 
different corporations, including twelve years at Travelhost, 
Inc. In recognition for all his scholarly research and business 
achievements, Dr. Smith is a member of the Texas A&M 
College of Science Academy of Distinguished Former Stu-
dents. In 2001, Dr. Smith and his wife established the Eva L. 
& Lee H. Smith Endowed Scholarship fund in the Depart-
ment of Statistics.

Congratulations to Lee and Eva Smith on this hallmark 
achievement and we wish you the very best!!

Statistician Receives HDSA Fellowship
Former student, Tanya Garcia, has 
been named the first statistician to re-
ceive a Huntington’s Disease Society 
of America Human Biology Fellow-
ship. Her project titled, “Improved 
Definition and Prediction of Hunting-
ton’s Disease Motor-Onset Using Ad-
vanced Statistical Models,” received 
the best score of all the applicants! 

A vital area of clinical and statistical research that she ad-
dresses is objectively defining disease-onset, and identifying 
salient biological markers that can track disease progression 
and predict when the disease starts. Tanya’s hope is that such 
information will help to improve the understanding of Hun-
tington’s Disease, evaluate potential therapies, and provide 
appropriate genetic counseling to patients and their family 
members.

Tanya received her Ph.D in Statistics in 2011 under the ad-
visement of Yanyuan Ma and began her career in the Bio-
informatics Training Program working under the leadership 
of Distinguished Professor, Raymond Carroll. Dr. Garcia is 
currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Epide-
miology and Biostatistics at the Texas A&M Health Science 
Center where she is an instructor of biostatistics. Her re-
search interests include semiparametric theory, measurement 
error, survival analysis, mixed models, longitudinal studies, 
model selection, and bioinformatics. She is also a member of 
the American Statistical Association as well as the Institute 
of Mathematical Statistics.

Congratulations on this well-deserved honor! 

Former Student News
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STUDENT/STAFF RECOGNITIONS

Graduate Student Awards
CONNOR AWARD

The Statistics Department Awards Committee 
selected Jingnan Xue as the 2014 William  S. 
Connor Award recipient. This award is present-
ed to the student whom the committee deems 
the most outstanding among current students 
who have successfully passed both the Theory 

and Methods Qualifying Exams at the Ph.D level and have 
completed eight specified required courses. 

Jingnan received a Bachelor’s degree in Statistics from Shan-
dong University in 2012 and then came to Texas A&M Uni-
versity to join our Ph.D program later that year. He is cur-
rently working under the advisement of Faming Liang and 
expects to receive his Ph.D in 2017. Jingnan will seek a post-
doc position after graduation. Jingnan will formally receive 
the award during the Aggie Reunion in Boston next month. 
Congratulations on this honor!

KSHIRSAGAR FELLOWSHIP
The Anant M. Kshirsagar Endowed Fellowship was estab-
lished through the Texas A&M Foundation in 2010 by Texas 
A&M former students Ersen Arseven ‘74 and Luisa Sia ‘74 
to honor their beloved professor, Dr. Anant M. Kshirsagar. 
Eligible students are selected on the basis of course grades, 
classroom performance and teaching assistant duties to re-
ceive this prestigious fellowship. The award recognizes the 
brightest and best performing graduate students and pro-
vides one or more fellowships to full-time students pursuing 
graduate degrees in the Statistics Department. This year, four 
outstanding students have been selected to receive the 2014 
Kshirsagar Endowed Fellowship. Congratulations to Kejun 
He, Shiyuan He, Donghyuk Lee and Raanju R. Sundarajan!!

Kejun He is a second-year graduate student 
in our department studying under the advise-
ment of Jianhua Huang. “It is such an honor 
to be selected as the recipient of 2014 Anant 
Kshirsagar Fellowship. I am sincerely grate-
ful for the recognition from the Department of 
Statistics at Texas A&M University and I would most like to 
thank Dr. Ersen Arseven and Dr. Luisa Sia, whose generosity 
and support will help me focus on my research in the follow-
ing academic year.”

Shiyuan He received a Bachelor’s in Mathematics from Nan-
kai University in 2010 and a MS in Statistics from Renmin 
University in 2013. He is currently pursuing a Ph.D, also un-
der the advisement of Jianhua Huang and together they are 

conducting research in astro-statistics, func-
tional data, and manifold optimization in sta-
tistics. “I heartily appreciate the sponsors for 
their generous donations. The fellowship will 
help with research resources, such as books, 
and will allow faster progress for me.”

DongHyuk Lee earned a Bachelor’s degree 
(2009) as well as a Master’s (2013) in Sta-
tistics, both from Korea University prior to 
joining our department last fall. “I am very 
honored and humbled to be selected for the 
fellowship and I am truly grateful for the kind 
support from the sponsors.” Since he has previously worked 
on research projects related to biostatistics, he would like to 
cover more research in biostatistics.

Raanju R. Sundarajan received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Statistics in 2011 from the Universi-
ty of Madras and a MS degree in Applied Sta-
tistics and Informatics in 2013 from the Indian 
Institute of Technology Bombay. Now work-
ing towards a Ph.D, Raanju added, “I feel priv-

ileged to be receiving this award this year and would like to 
thank the department for recognizing me and the donors, Dr. 
Arseven and Dr. Sia, for instituting this prestigious award.”

PARZEN GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP

The Emanuel Parzen Graduate Research Fellowship Award 
was created to recognize students who have demonstrated 
exemplary research, above and beyond what is expected for 
graduation. The 2014 Parzen Graduate Research Fellowship 
is awarded to Kejun He (pictured in the left column).

In July of 2010, Kejun received a Bachelor’s degree in Math-
ematics from Peking University. Before joining Texas A&M 
University, he spent 3 years at the State University of New 
York at Albany as a Ph.D candidate in Mathematics. In the 
summer of 2014, Kejun taught STAT-302 here at Texas A&M 
and also had two-years experience teaching Calculus I and II 
while at the State University of New York.

The main area of research for Kejun includes manifold learn-
ing, optimization over manifolds and statistical applications 
on manifolds. He is also interested in topological data analy-
sis and large sample theory. After graduation (in 2018), an 
academic job is the first choice for Kejun, but he is also open 
to industrial and business jobs. He has already displayed an 
ability to produce excellent papers which will certainly lead 

continued on next page
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to a long and rewarding career as a statistical researcher. Con-
gratulations on this well-deserved honor!

SHEATHER MEMORIAL AWARD

The Margaret Sheather Memorial Award in Statistics was es-
tablished in 2010 by Simon Sheather in honor and memory of 
his mother. The award was designed to recognize and reward 
a graduate student for the most outstanding master’s project 
in the Department of Statistics completed within the previous 
year. 

Weiyin Zhou was selected as the recipient 
of the 2014 Margaret Sheather Memorial 
Award in Statistics for her master’s project 
entitled “Segmentation-Based Detection of 
Mosaic Chromosomal Abnormality in Blad-
der Cancer Cells Using Whole Genome SNP 
Arrays.” Weiyin received her online Mas-

ter’s degree in May 2014 under the advisement of Alan Dab-
ney. She received a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science 
(with College Honors) in 2003 from the University of Illinois, 
Chicago. Weiyin previously worked as a Bioinformatics Ana-
lyst for the SAIC National Cancer Institute where she partici-
pated in all bioinformatics facets of Genome Wide Associate 
Studies.

Weiyin was chosen for this award because of the outstand-
ing work displayed in her report and her superior academic 
record during the course of her studies in our MS program. 
Weiyin’s research investigated the relationship between mo-
saic chromosomal abnormality and bladder cancer. DNA of 
3,239 individuals consisted of 1,673 bladder cancer cases and 
1,566 cancer-free controls were examined for evidence of mo-
saicism of the autosomes using genome-wide SNP array data 
generated from bladder cancer genome wide association anal-
ysis. The project found that mosaic autosomal abnormalities 
were positively associated with bladder cancer for male but 
not for female, the frequency of mosaicism increased with age 
for male control subjects, and the mosaic events were more 
frequent in males than females for bladder cancer individuals 
but similar for cancer-free. Congratulations, Weiyin!

OTHER STUDENT AWARDS

Elizabeth Jennings was awarded the 2014 
Philanthropic Educational Organization 
(PEO) Scholar Award. The PEO Sisterhood 
is an international organization devoted to 
promoting educational opportunities for 
women. In particular, the award is granted to 

women in graduate studies or postdoctoral positions, and sup-
ports research and study endeavors. It is a merit-based award 
and awarded to approximately 80 out of 800 women through-
out the USA and Canada. In the past few years, several Texas 
A&M women received PEO Scholars and for the second year 
in a row, one of those fellowships was awarded to a Statistics 
student! 

As a recipient, Elizabeth received $15,000 for the scholastic 
year which she used to attend various conferences and pay 
for materials needed for her research. Elizabeth added, “I am 
thrilled to receive this honor and I want to thank Dr. Fred 
Dahm for all of his support!”

Elizabeth was also selected for an interview with ValuePen-
guin, a personal finance website that highlights top statistics 
students across the country for their “Future of Statistics” fea-
ture. She was chosen based upon her excellent academic and 
research reputation. The interview included Elizabeth sharing 
how she began her interest in the field, and how she became 
involved in biostatistics after a meeting with Associate Pro-
fessor, Alan Dabney. Elizabeth is on track to receive her Ph.D 
in 2015 under the advisement of Raymond Carroll and looks 
forward to pursuing a university teaching position so she can 
continue her passion of biostatistics and cancer research as 
well as teaching. To see Elizabeth’s entire interview, please 
click here. Congratulations in a job well done!

SGSA ELECTED OFFICERS

The Statistics Graduate Student Association has elected new 
officers for the fall 2014 semester! 

The SGSA wishes to thank all of the graduate students who 
participated in the election process and also expresses sin-
cere appreciation to the outgoing officers: Justin Chown, Nan 
Zhang, Abhra Sarkar and Anne Goldsmith, for all of their hard 
work. We welcome the new officers and look forward to all of 
the exciting SGSA events throughout the year! 

Mary Frances Dorn        Alex Little        Amir Nikooienjad
         President            Vice President             Treasurer

Shelby Cummings           Quan Cai
        Secretary              Web Designer

http://www.valuepenguin.com/
http://www.valuepenguin.com/
http://www.valuepenguin.com/2013/09/texas-am-statistics-elizabeth-jennings
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New Statistics Staff
Please join us in welcoming Javier  
A. Aldape who joined our team as 
Program Manager for the MS Ana-
lytics Program on June 16, 2014. Ja-
vier comes to us from the TAMU Of-
fice of Admissions where he worked 
as a Regional Advisor for two and 

a half years. As Advisor, he recruited incoming freshmen 
to Texas A&M. He also visited many high schools across 
the state and made admissions presentations to high school 
seniors who were interested in attending the university. He 
serviced the Brazos Valley, East Texas and El Paso. 

Javier received a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish and a Mas-
ter’s degree in Hispanic Cultural Studies, both from Texas 
A&M University, and is fluent in both Spanish and Rus-
sian. He worked for the Carrizo Springs office of the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services and also 
served as an Assistant Lecturer in the Department of His-
panic Studies here at Texas A&M. He’s a very well-versed 
individual in all things Texas A&M!

When Javier isn’t helping Myra Gonzalez with recruiting, 
marketing and advertising in the Analytics Program, he 
enjoys reading, watching movies and playing basketball. 
Javier’s wife, Maria works as a Teacher’s Aide at Bonham 
Elementary School in Bryan. They have a five year old 
daughter named Izel who wants to be a doctor someday. 
“I gave her a stethoscope for her birthday along with other 
medical toys. Every morning before we go to work, she 
checks up on her mother and me with her stethoscope to 
make sure we’re feeling good—if we are, she gives us a 
happy face sticker or a “gig’ em” sign for us to go to work... 
It’s fun!” (How adorable is that?!)

Also new to the department is Kris-
ten Vodak. Kristen joined us on 
April 1, 2014 as the Assistant to the 
Department Head. She received a 
Bachelor’s degree in History and 
International Relations at Cornell 
University and a Master’s degree in 
Criminology and Criminal Justice from Oxford University. 
She previously worked at the Development Office at Exeter 
College in Oxford while she was getting her Master’s. Prior 
to her Master’s degree she worked at Sri Jayewardenepura 
University in Sri Lanka as a Lecturer in Political Science 
and English Literature through the Fulbright Program. 
Kristen also previously worked as a Coordinator in the Spe-
cial Investigations and Narcotics Division of the Office of 
Attorney General in Boston.

Kristen and her husband, Viktor (from the Czech Republic) 
both love to travel and Kristen has lived in ten countries 
across three continents! “My life goal is to live on all sev-
en continents (although Antarctica might be a bit compli-
cated!).” She also enjoys writing and is currently trying to 
publish a novel.

She assists the Department Head with correspondence and 
responds to university requests on his behalf. She also orga-
nizes, schedules and keeps the Department Head informed 
of all meetings and meeting requests along with overseeing 
the recruiting and hiring of new faculty. In addition, she 
serves as liaison for the department and International Fac-
ulty and Scholar Services among a long list of other duties.

We welcome you both to the Statistics family and we look 
forward to working with you! 

The first annual SGSA Faculty Appreciation BBQ was held 
on April 26, 2014. The BBQ was conceived as an opportu-
nity for the graduate students to give back to their profes-
sors for all their hard work. The inaugural event attracted 
over 50 students and faculty to eat, laugh, and challenge the 
Department Head to a game of soccer!

SGSA BBQ
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Reunion 2014
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Faculty Retreat
Tuesday, August 26, 2014 
Pebble Creek Country Club 
4500 Pebble Creek Parkway 
College Station, TX 77845

New Graduate Student Orientation
Wednesday, August 27, 2014 
Room 457 & 453, Blocker Building 
Texas A&M University Campus

H. O. Hartley Memorial Lectures
Presented by Prof. David Dunson 
October 13-15, 2014 
Texas A&M University Campus 

What’s In The Next Issue?

• Stay tuned to our website for details on the H. O. Hartley Lectures. 

• Check back for details on an upcoming Workshop on Spatial  
   Statistics scheduled for Spring 2015.

• We will continue to keep you posted on events and special  
    conferences hosted by the department.

 IMPORTANT NOTICE

Please help us verify your contact information and stay connected to receive future 
online issues of StatLinks . Email us at statlinks@stat .tamu .edu and let us know if 
your contact information has changed or if you wish to be added or removed from 
the StatLinks email list .

Follow us on:

http://www.stat.tamu.edu
mailto:statlinks%40stat.tamu.edu?subject=Keep%20Me%20Posted%21
mailto:statlinks%40stat.tamu.edu?subject=Keep%20Me%20Posted%21
http://twitter.com/TAMUstats
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