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ABSTRACT: 
 
Models for large or highly structured data often lead to likelihood functions that are difficult to use 
for inference. The method of composite likelihood uses low dimensional distributions to construct a 
likelihood-like function which leads to inference that is simpler, but less efficient, than inference 
based on the likelihood function. I will survey some of the recent work on composite likelihood 
inference, with a view to understanding how and when this approach will be useful. 
 
This is based on joint work with Jin Zi and Grace Yun Yi. 
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